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MEMORANDUM FOE; Director of Central Intelligence 
« 

SUBJECT: 
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1 . This memorandum suggest® action ©a th© part ox tb© ^ ^ 

director of Central Intelligence. Such requested action is contained 

in paragraph % v 


Z. Determining tfto general vsw oeld by the Congress on ^ 
particular situation is difficult if not impossible until the ques-itm 
out to a vote. However, there ere sufficient indication® ot tb* ^ 

consressionM view of the Agency to warrant concern. lih*l 1 discus, 
some of these but first would like to point out the unusual situation of 

our Subcommittees. 

" 3 Xh© only formal Subcommittee appointed to consider CIA. 

activities is the "Subcommittee o© the Central Intelligence Agency of 
Pious© Armed Services. Last year, Mr. Yinscm indicated a strong 
dSrtr© to have a monthly meeting and the Agency on its imtteuv© since 
then has urged feat monthly briefings occur. There were um meanage 
of, this Subcommittee last year and there have been four this year. 

4. The other Pious© Subcommittee ^Appropriation®} is not a 
formally eet&bll shed Subcommittee. Last year w© met three times 
with this Subcommittee and three time© fei® year. The most recent 
meeting occurred on. Z1 August 1963 when both fee Director and Depa - 


team ox 


untie© fa Mr. Cannon, a 

met wife fee Subcommittee. The entire meeting ^ 

was devoted to a series ©f questions by fe© Chairman based on a 

Jf.abd. Vivi» Drake. Tb. di.cmEt^. of «™«u « 
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the member® was obvioue a® It hm been in other meeting®. The 
problem® ■©£ the chairmanship ©I this Subcommittee are fully 
appreciated by Mr. M&kon. and. Mr. Ford, Thia subject was die 
cussed by Mr, Mahon with the JPi rector of Central lateUigeace 
early this year. ■ Mr, Ford 1© out of town for two weeks fern 1 have 
■word that he is seriously concerned that the Subcommittee has not 
hoard from the Agency on a current basis on. 'both Viet-Nam and 
Cuba and intends to rais© this problem with Mr. Mahon and Mr, 
Cannon when ho returns. 

5. 0a the Senate el«te s there is laterloclsdag members Mp on 
the two Subcommittee®. Therefore, m a matter of convenience and 
also, in part because of the increasing disability of Chairman Hayden, 
jSeaator Russell has in ©fleet conducted Joint meeting® for the past 
(three year®. Thera wore ©iss ouch meeting® last yaw and this yew 
there have boon two. As a matter, of Interest there was -only ©ns 
meeting in ifSi. 

6. These four Committee® have perhaps the greatest 
responsibilities ia the Congress and in coasefjuence the Chairmen 
continuously have weighty problems competing for their attention. 

la addition, there «© many other problems, political and otherwise, 
which axe of concern to ikes® Chairmen, All of tide leaves little time 
for them to devote to CIA. This is notably @® in the ease of Senator 
Russell with -civil rights legislation. Me position on ih® nuclear test 
ban treaty and others. 


7. The csmtlhtttog efforts to establish a Joint Committee ©a 
Intelligence arc reflected In tte introduction of seventeen re solution® 
in this Congress, A rather well « reasoned speech was made by 
Representative Undo ay ®a this subject on IS August i J |63, and tMs 
contained various factual error® about foe Agency which have gone 
unanswered. There have been other references to the need for a 
Joint Committee Including such Senators a® Morse and Smathera. 
There contiau® to be press criticism® of ih® Agency, a recent o.ss 



Non© ©f the members of our Subcommittee© ha® take a to the floor ox 
to foe press to ©tat® that they are thoroughly briefed && CIA activities 
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should, meet first with Mr. Mahon and m&k Ms advice as to further 
contacts particularly having in mind bringing Gerald Ford info the 
matter. The purpose in view of such meetings would b® to elicit 
advice and' develop a strategy looking, toward public pronouncements 
by those members and other CIA Subcommittee members. The form 
of the public statements could be (i| floor statements, fil) press 
releases, (ill) press interviews, and (Iv) committee reports. 

IS. |a exploring possible content of such pronouncements there 
could be considered references to detailed briefings on all phases of • 

CIA activities. The usual charges that the Agency is pursuing an 
independent policy whether South Tiet-M&m or elsewhere could b® 
refuted with no damage to security by assurances that this type of 
thing has been examined and all phases of CIA activities are coordinated 
and reference could fee made to the President’s statement on this very 
subject. Consideration could be given to denying specific accusations? 
for example, <&s recently as 16 September 1963, Senator Thurmond in 
the Congressional Record refers to the Soviet launch of Sputnik I i» 

October 1957 when the U. E. was caught by complete surprise *» ‘’official 
intelligence estimate® had let us down again* ” Possibly at this time the 
security con eld© rati one would h® such, the true position of Agency estimates 
could bo cnad© public and lay this one to rest for all time. There may bo 
other accusation® which have been repeated so ©lien they have become 
legend which could h® laid to root if the passage of time has lessened the 
security aspects. 

II. To *wa up, insofar m we can sense the situation, the 
reputation of the Agency la the Congress generally seems to b® currently 
on the decline and action along the lines discussed above should be tauten. 
Meanwhile w© can d® some effective work in our routine contacts with 
individual Congressmen and suck meeting® s@ the group breakfasts are 
helpful and should he continued, 
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V/amei 


JOHN 8. WARNER 
Legislative Counsel 
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